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Resist: Resist means "to refuse to accept or be changed by something", according to the
dictionary. It's to keep fighting and living in your own way despite the conflict in your region
or the negligence - from the government, the police, the prejudice ou from the people. To
resist is what brazilian's always did and will always do.

1. Santa Marta
Funk, Samba and policemen. The slum known internationally for being the set of the
videoclip of Michael Jackson’s “They don’t care about us” offers the best view of Rio de
Janeiro.
We saw Gilson Fumaça for the first time on the corner of São Clemente and Nelson
Mandela, as we exited the metro station of Botafogo, Rio de Janeiro. The imposing figure,
donning a remarkable bright green t-shirt, was friendly from our first conversation. Fumaça is
a resident in Favela Santa Marita, acting there as a tour guide and a jack-of-all-trades for
cultural projects. He was our contact inside Rio and inside the Favela.
Our visit for the project happened during the World Cup, meaning we’d stop every 100
meters on our way to the slum to check the score of the game – Denmark vs. Croatia, on at
every bar in São Clemente street. When we arrived in Santa Marta, we immediately headed
to the famous Bar do Tota to watch the game – and, of course, to talk to our host for the first
time.
We arrived close to 3pm and didn’t leave until it was 10:30pm. Bar do Tota is strategically
positioned – no one walks in or out of the slum without passing by it. Lucky us: that’s where
we met several of the Favela’s residents that made their way home after a day’s work.
Fumaça would excuse himself from our conversation every five minutes to greet a different
person that climbed the hill towards their house, and made a point of warmly introducing us
to every one of them. He was our access key to our entire project in the community.

